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The  Medical  Officer's  Report 


To : The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for 
the  year  1952. 

The  health  of  this  district  during  the  year  has  on  the 
whole  been  good,  the  majority  of  deaths  being  in  the 
higher  age  groups.  There  has  been  an  absence  of  any 
serious  outbreaks  of  epidemic  diseases.  During  the  latter 
half  of  July  and  the  month  of  August  there  was  a small 
outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  “ B ” amounting  to  27  cases. 
All  these  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
where  the  diagnosis  was  confii’med.  The  disease  was  of  a 
mild  type  and  all  the  cases  recovered.  Numerous  investiga- 
tions were  carried  out,  contacts  and  food  preparing  premises 
being  visited,  and  pathological  specimens  were  examined 
both  from  contacts  and  food  handlers.  This  epidemic  was 
only  a small  part  of  a much  bigger  epidemic  affecting  the 
whole  of  South  Wales  from  April  to  September.  In  spite 
of  all  investigations  no  definite  source  of  the  epidemic  was 
located,  the  disease  disappearing  with  the  onset  of  cold 
weather. 

The  housing  problem  still  remains  the  most  urgent 
matter  although  the  Council  is  diligently  progressing  with 
its  housing  schemes. 

Number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  since  1920  is 
823.  Number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  1945 
to  1951  is  385.  Number  of  houses  built  by  the  Council 
during  1952  is  29.  Number  of  houses  under  construction 
at  the  end  of  1952  is  53. 

A large  percentage  of  existing  houses  are  occupied  by 
more  than  one  family  and  there  are  also  a number  of 
sub^standard  houses  which  should  be  considered  for  demoli- 
tion when  conditions  permit. 

The  Ciouncil  is  energetically  pushing  on  with  new 
building  schemes  and  is  one  of  the  three  local  authorities  in 
the  County  which  will  probably  attain  its  housing  aim 
within  the  next  twenty  years. 

In  the  allocation  of  houses  the  Council  has  adopted  the 
points  scheme  and  special  consideration  is  given  to  those 
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families  that  have  cases  of  active  tuberculosis  that  cannot 
be  properly  isolated  in  their  present  accommodation. 

I wish  to  tender  my  best  thanks  to  the  Council  for 
their  kindness  and  co-operation  in  all  matters  relating  to 
the  Public  Health  during  the  year  1952. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  TATE,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

There  are  seven  piped  water  supplies  in  the  area,  five 
of  which  are  chlorinated.  The  water  has  been  satisfactory 
in  quality  and  quantity  and  every  house  has  its  own  piped 
supply  except  in  the  case  of  some  few  scattered  dwellings 
such  as  isolated  farms.  No  water  supply  in  the  district  is 
liable  to  plumbosolvent  action.  There  has  been  no  evidence 
of  any  form  of  contamination.  The  number  of  the  popula- 
tion supplied  from  the  public  water  mains  direct  to  their 
houses  is  11,400.  There  are  no  stand  pipe  supplies. 

Appended  is  a list  of  bacteriological  examination  car- 
ried out : — 


Date. 

Water  Supply. 

Result. 

2/1/52 

...  Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

2/1/52 

. . . Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

2/1/52 

. . . Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

2/1/52 

...  Nantmarl 

Satisfactory 

30/1/52 

...  Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

30/1/52 

. . . Colbren 

Satisfactory 

13/2/52 

...  Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

13/2/52 

...  Cwmtwrch  (Swansea)  ... 

Satisfactory 

13/2/52 

. . . Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

5/3/52 

...  Cwmtwrch  (Llandilo) 

Satisfactory 

5/3/52 

...  Cwmtwrch  (Swansea)  ... 

Satisfactory 

5/3/52 

...  Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

5/3/52 

...  Nantmarl 

Unsatisfactory 

19/3/52 

. . . Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

19/3/52 

. . . Colbren 

Satisfactory 

19/3/52 

...  Lion  Supply 

Doubtful 
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Date. 

Water  Supply. 

Result. 

7/4/54 

. Colbren 

Satisfactory 

7/4/52 

. Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

7/4/52 

. Cwmtwrch  (Swansea) 

Satisfactory 

15/4/52  . 

. Penwyllt 

Satisfactory 

15/4/52  . 

. Gai'wleisiau 

Satisfactory 

15/4/52  . 

. Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

5/5/52 

. Nantmarl 

Unsatisfactory 

5/5/52 

. Garwleisiau 

Unsatisfactory 

5/5/52 

. Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

4/6/52 

. Cwmtwrch  (Llandilo) 

Satisfactory 

4/6/52 

. Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Unsatisfactory 

4/6/52 

. Colbren 

Satisfactory 

4/6/52 

. Penwyllt 

Unsatisfactory 

2/7/52 

. Gai’wleisiau 

Unsatisfactory 

2/7/52 

. Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

2/7/52 

. Colbren 

Satisfactory 

22/7/52  . 

. Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

22/7/52  . 

. Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

22/7/52  . 

. Cwmtwrch  (Llandilo) 

Doubtful 

12/8/52  . 

. Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Unsatisfactory 

12/8/52  . 

. Cwmtwrch  (Llandilo) 

Satisfactory 

12/8/52  . 

. Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Doubtful 

15/8/52  . 

. Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

2/9/52 

. Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

2/9/52 

. Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

2/9/52 

. Cwmtwrch  (Llandilo) 

Unsatisfactory 

2/9/52 

. Nantmarl 

Unsatisfactory 

22/9/52  . 

. Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

3/10/52  . 

. Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

3/10/52  . 

. Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

3/10/52  . 

. Cwmtwrch  (Llandilo) 

Satisfactory 

3/11/52  . 

. Nantmarl 

Unsatisfactory 

3/11/52  . 

. Cwmtwrch  (Llandilo) 

Unsatisfactory 

3/11/52  . 

. Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Unsatisfactory 

19/11/52  . 

. Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

19/11/52  . 

. Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

19/11/52  . 

. Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

3/12/52  . 

. Colbren 

Satisfactory 

22/12/52  . 

. Ffrydiau  Twrch 

Satisfactory 

22/12/52  . 

. Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

22/12/52  . 

. Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

SEWERAGE 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  on  main  drainage  with  one 
sewerage  disposal  works.  The  disposal  plant  has  been 
working  normally  and  the  sewerage  effluent  complies  with 
the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Royal  Oommission. 

STATISTICS  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS 

The  District  consists  of  two  Parishes,  Ystradgynlais 
Higher  and  Ystradgynlais  Lower  their  respective  areas 
13,182  and  9,016,  a total  of  22,  198  acres. 

Population  — 11,  460. 

Industries  — Ystradgynlais  Lower  is  more  industrial 
in  nature  than  Ystradgynlais  Higher  and  is  more  thickly 
populated.  The  chief  industries  are  coal  mining,  watch 
making,  light  engineering  and  furniture  manufacture, 
quarrying  and  agriculture. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births : — 

(a)  Live  Births: 

Total  ...  173  ...  167  legitimate;  6 illegitimate 
Males  ...  75  ...  72  legitimate;  3 illegitimate 
Females  ...  98  ...  95  legitimate;  3 illegitimate 

(b)  Still  Births: — Males  4;  Females  2. 

Showing  a birth  Rate  of  15.  per  1000  of  the  population. 

Deaths : — Total  132 ; Males  69 ; Females  63. 

Being  a Death  Rate  of  11.5  per  1000  of  the  population. 


Causes  of  Death: — Males  Females 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  2 ...  1 

Tuberculosis:  Other  Forms  1 ...  2 

Syphilitic  Disease  1 ...  — 

Influenza  — ...  — 

Acute  Polio  Myel  — ...  — 

Cancer  of  Uterus  and  Oesoph  — ...  1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  — ...  1 

Cancer  of  Breast  — ...  2 

Cancer:  Other  Sites  3 ...  0 

Diabetes  — ...  I 

Ii  tra  Cranieal  Vascular  Lesion  7 ...  10 

Heart  Disease 17  ...  15 

Disease  of  Cii'culatory  System  5 ...  9 

Bronchitis  8 ...  — 
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'Clauses  of  Death : — Males  Females 

1‘neumonia  1 ...  1 

Leukaemia  — ...  — 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  9 ...  1 


Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

Appendicitis  

Other  Digestive  Diseases  


Nephritis  — ...  — 

Premature  Birth  — ...  — 

Con.  Mai  Birth  inj 2 ...  2 

Road  Accidents  1 ...  — 

Other  violent  cases  1 ...  3 

Other  causes  10  ...  14 

Diarhoea  1 ...  — 

Suicide  — ...  — 


Chief  Notifiable  Diseases 


Measles 31 

Whooping  Cough  25 

Vericella  — 

Scarlet  Fever  — 

Diptheria  — 

Tuberculosis  19 


Total...  69  ...  63 


Pneumonia  — 

Poliomyelitis  — 

Erysipelas  — 

Dysentery  — 

Paratjrphoid  “ B ” 27 


Tuberculosis 

New  cases  notified: — Male  Female  Total 

Respiratory  7 ...  9 ...  16 

Non-Respiratory  1 ...  2 ...  3 

Deaths : — 

Respiratory  — ...  1 ...  1 

Non-Respiratory  — ...  1 ...  1 

The  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has  been 
low.  19  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  All  the 
cases  were  visited  and  advised  as  to  isolation  pending 
admission  to  Sanatoria.  The  waiting  period  was  of  short 
duration  and  they  were  all  dealt  with  expeditiously  by  the 
Chest  Physician  for  the  area. 

Local  Health  Services  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  are  earned  out  by  the  Brecon 
County  Council  and  have  worked  efficiently. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47, 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES  ♦ 

General  Medical  — Dr.  A,  F.  Sladden,  Beck  Laboratory. 
General  Hospital,  Swansea. 

Water  Supplies  — Public  Health  Laboratory  Services, 
Carmarthen. 

Milk  — Public  Health  Laboratory  Services,  Carmar- 
then. 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

Hospital  Accomodation. 

Infectious  Diseases  — The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospi- 
tal is  situated  at  Hill  House,  Swansea,  and  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

General  Hospital  Facilities  — General  Hospital  Facili- 
ties are  provided  for  at  Swansea  General  Hospital, 
Morriston  Hospital,  and  the  West  Glamorgan  Hospital,  at 
Neath,  all  of  which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

Ambulance  Services  — There  are  two  ambulances 
stationed  in  the  district,  and  they  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Brecon  County  Council. 


6 


The  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  oonsideration 
my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1952. 

14  houses  were  completed  at  Brynawelon,  Colbren,  and 
the  majority  of  these  were  occupied  by  families  from  thaL 
srea.  Eleven  of  these  new  tenants  were  from  overcrowded 
liouses  and  the  completion  of  these  houses  helped  in 
alleviating  conditions  in  this  part  of  the  district. 

The  six  Old  Ag’e  Pensioners  Flats  were  occupied  ac 
Cwmg:iedd  and  of  the  six  families  selected  to  occupy  the  top 
flats,  two  were  from  overcrowded  houses  and  three  were 
selected  on  account  of  the  presence  of  Tuberculosis  in  the 
family.  The  selection  of  these  12  tenants  from  outside  the 
points  list  was  not  only  an  innovation  but  a happy  one  at 
that,  and  the  Council  can  well  congratulate  themselves  on 
the  results. 

Tliis  year  another  Karrier  Bantam  Lorry  was  placed  on 
the  Refuse  Collecting  Service  and  in  spite  of  a fairly  high 
rate  of  absenteeism  due  to  sickness  among  the  personnel, 
the  service  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  at  a 
satisfactory  state  of  efficiency. 

Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  inspection  and 
supeiwision  of  Food  premises  and  the  intensive  inspections 
and  enquiries  that  had  to  be  made  during  the  Paratyphoid 
epidemic  served  the  purpose  of  driving  home  to  those 
employed  in  the  handling  of  the  community’s  food  the  great 
importance  of  personal  cleanliness  and  attention  to  the 
minutest  details  in  this  respect. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  EMLYN  JONES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 
Houising  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  (Housing 


Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts) 526 

Drainage  51 

Infectious  Diseases  68 

Verminous  Premises  3 

Dairies  8 

Factories  and  Workshops  4 

Food  Premises  108 

Bakehouses  6 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  108 

Inspections  under  Infestation  Order  7 

Miscellaneous  Visits  113 


1002 

1. — Inspection  lof  Dwellinffhouses 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  during 

the  year  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  331 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  for  the  purposes 445 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  37 

3. — Action  under  Statutoiy  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936. 

1. — Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 


Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

2. — Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  after  ser- 
vice of  formal  notices  37 

(a)  By  Owners  37 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 
(b)  Proceedings  under  Scions  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936. 

1.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

2.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders Nil 

3.  — Statutory  Notices  served  under  Water  Act  ...  Nil 

4 — Number  complied  with Nil 
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(c)  Pi-oceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act  1936. 

1.  — Number  of  Separate  Tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  Nil 

2.  — Number  of  Separate  Tenements  in  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit Nil 

NOTICES  SERVED 
Under  the  Housing  Acts : 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served Nil 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served Nil 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with  ...  Nil 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts : 

Number  of  Infoi-mal  Notices  served 28 

Number  of  Infoimal  Notices  complied  with  ...  37 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  10 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with  ...  7 

Public  Cleansing. — During  the  year  another  Karrier 
Bantam  Refuse  Lorry  was  put  on  the  road  and  the  Thames 
Fordson  being  now  held  in  reserve  as  a refuse  lorry.  It  is 
in  daily  use  by  the  Engineers  department.  Tipping  was 
carried  on  at  Penycae  and  periodically  at  Rheolau,  whilst  in 
Ystradgynlais  most  of  the  year’s  refuse  was  deposited  at 
the  Sewer  Filter  Beds  where  it  was  needed  for  filling  in  pur- 
l-oses.  The  number  of  loads  carried  during  the  year  was 
2,633,  making  a total  of  7,586  tons. 

Disinfection. — 36  houses  were  disinfected  which  was  a 
marked  increase  on  last  year’s  number,  which  of  course  is 
accounted  for  by  the  Paratyphoid  outbreak  that  was  en- 
countered in  common  with  other  districts  in  South  Wales. 
Full  co-operation  was  maintained  during  the  summer  with 
Ministry  Officials  and  all  bacteriological  results  and  other 
infonnation  gleaned  was  reported  to  the  Welsh  Board  of 
Health. 

Disinfestation. — 9 houses  were  disinfested  against  ants 
and  no  action  was  taken  during  the  year  against  verminous 
premises. 
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School  Milks. — Pasteurised  milk  is  supplied  to  all  the^ 
Schools  in  the  area  and  during  the  year  33  samples  were 
taken  for  analysis  and  as  only  one  of  these  failed  to  pass 
the  phosphatase  test  one  cannot  but  feel  that  the  children 
are  affiorded  a satisfactory  measure  of  protection  against 
infection  in  this  respect. 

Sewage  Eifluents. — Three  samples  of  effluents  were 
taken  at  the  Council’s  Filter  Beds  and  of  these  two  complied 
with  the  .standard  recommended  by  the  Eighth  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal.  The  third 
sample  was  slightly  below  standard  and  one  may  fairly 
assume  that  this  was  due  to  the  fact  that  this  sample  was 
unfortunately  taken  just  after  cleansing  operations  had 
taken  place  at  the  Filter  Beds.  A sample  of  effluent  was 
also  taken  at  the  Enfield  'Clock  Works  (where  a filtering 
plant  had  recently  been  installed)  and  was  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. — ^Consistent  visits  were  made  to 
Shops,  Cafes,  and  Works  Canteens  and  a copy  of  the  New 
Bye  Laws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drug's  Act 
i938  was  handed  out  at  each  establishment.  During  the 
summer  we  experienced  the  outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  and 
close  attention  was  paid  to  food  premises  during  the  epi- 
demic particularly  premises  where  cream  pasturies  were 
manufactured  or  sold. 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfir 
for  consumption: — 


17  lbs.  Bacon. 

4 Tins  Baked  Beans. 
19  Tins  Beetroot. 

1 Tin  Carrots. 

216  lbs.  Cheese. 

176  Tins  Fruit. 

25  lbs.  Ham. 


84  lbs.  Margarine. 

22  lbs.  Meat. 

7 Tins  Peas. 

11  Tins  Soup. 

150  lbs.  Sweet  Fats. 

4 tins  Tinned  Fish. 
141  tins  Tinned  Meat. 
52  tins  Tomatoes. 


11  Tins  Jam. 

8 Bottles  Lemon  Compound. 

21  samples  of  Ice  Cream  manufactured  in  the  locality 
were  sent  for  analysis,  12  of  which  were  placed  in  Grade  1 
and  only  3 in  Grade  4.  The  total  number  placed  in  Grade  1 
this  year  was  greater  than  the  combined  totals  in  Grade  2. 
3 and  4 and  this  was  a mai’ked  improvement  on  the  analysis 
cf  last  year.  The  premises  of  the  four  local  ice  cream 
manufacturers  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  state  and  every 
attempt  is  taken  to  carry  out  the  regulations  and  every  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  local  authorities’  officers. 
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I Water  Supply. — The  district  has  4 piped  water  supplies 
of  its  own  namely,  Ffrydiau  Twrch,  Gai'wleisiau,  Lion  and 
Tonspyddaden.  All  these  are  chlorinated  and  part  of  the 
supply  at  Tonspyddaden  is  also  filtered.  A few  cottages 
along  the  perimeter  of  the  district  are  supplied  from  other 
sources  such  as : — 

1.  — Half  a dozen  houses  near  Pontllynfell  by  the  Swansea 

Coi'poration. 

2.  — Half  a dozen  houses  near  Brynhenllys  Cottages  by  the 

Llandilo  R.D.  Council. 

S. — Half  a dozen  houses  near  Nantmarl  are  supplied  from 
the  spring  nearby  which  is  untreated. 

4. — The  village  of  Penwyllt  is  supplied  by  water  drawn  from 
the  Bofre  Brook.  This  is  owned  by  the  Penwyllt  Silica 
Company  and  is  untreated.  Samples  taken  from  this 
supply  periodically  turn  out  to  be  unsatisfactory  and 
the  villagers  have  been  warned  to  boil  all  water  before 
drinking. 

During  the  year  57  samples  of  water  were  taken  for 
analysis  the  results  of  which  are  being  reported  upon  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Housing. — Rehousing  proceeded  during  the  year  al- 
though the  number  of  new  families  rehoused  compares  un- 
favourably with  that  of  the  previous  year.  This  of  course 
is  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  the  year  did  not  see  the  com- 
pletion of  a large  housing  scheme  such  as  has  happened  dur- 
ing preceding  years.  14  houses  were  completed  at  Bryn- 
awelon,  Colbren,  and  of  the  new  tenants  eleven  were 
rehoused  from  overcrowded  houses.  The  majority  of  these 
tenants  were  from  the  Colbren  area  and  the  completion  of 
these  14  houses  went  a long  way  towards  alleviating  condi- 
tions in  this  part  of  the  district. 

Twelve  flats  were  completed  at  Cwmgiedd,  the  six 
lower  ones  being  allocated  to  Old  Age  Pensioners  and  the 
upper  flats  to  those  young  families  who  were  living  under 
difficult  conditions  and  whose  points  under  the  Council’s 
scheme  would  not  enable  them  to  qualify  for  a long  time. 
Of  the  six  tenants  selected  to  occupy  the  top  flats  two  were 
from  overcrowded  houses  and  three  were  given  tenancies 
on  account  of  a member  of  the  family  suffering  from  tuber- 
culosis. The  selection  of  these  12  tenants  from  outside  the 
points  list  was  not  only  an  inovation  but  a happy  one  at 
that,  and  the  Council  can  congratulate  themselves  on  the 
result.  The  opening  of  the  flats  by  the  late  Councillor  D. 
J.  Jones  was  a memorable  occasion  and  an  occasion  to 
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which  he  had  looked  forward  to  with  eagerness  and  pride^ 
during  his  last  long  and  fatal  illness. 

The  repair  of  unfit  houses  was  not  neglected  and  37 
notices  were  complied  with.  Some  of  the  notices  of  course 
had  been  actually  served  during  the  latter  part  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  but  the  work  was  not  caiTied  out  until  1952. 
i^ll  these  notices  were  served  under  Section  92  of  the  Pub- 
lic. Health  Act  1936  rather  than  under  Section  9 of  the  Hous- 
ing Act.  One  factor  having  a vital  influence  on  increasing 
the  average  conditions  of  property  in  the  district  is  the 
purchasing  of  more  and  more  of  the  older  type  of  houses 
by  the  tenants  and  immediately  this  has  been  done  the  new 
owner  immediately  sets  about  improving  the  house  for  his 
own  good.  An  acceleration  of  this  process  should  be  wel- 
comed by  any  Council. 


Rodent  Cloinitrol. — The  work  of  the  Rodent  Operator 
during  the  year  is  summarised  as  follows 


1 

Points 

Estimated 

Bodies 

No.  Treated 

Laid 

Killed 

Found 

Sewers  

All  Sections 

489 

344 

91 

Refuse  Tips 

13 

497 

225 

41 

River  Banks 

22 

422 

696 

204 

Private  Premises 

351 

3223 

1543 

271 

Business  Premises 

3 

301 

78 

19 

Totals  ... 

389 

4932 

2886 

626 

Rainfall. — Rainfall  figures  for  the  year: — 


January  8.48  ms. 

Febraary  1.8  ins. 

March  5.45  ins. 

April  4.42  ins. 

May  4.64  ins. 

June  4.64  ins. 


July  2.5  ins. 

August  6.92  ins. 

September  3.09  ins. 

October 5.2  ins. 

November 7.13  ins. 

December 6.51  ins. 

Total  for  the  year  — 60.78  ins. 

These  figures  are  kindly  supplied  by  the  Headmaster  of 
the  Ystradgynlais  Grammar  School. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  EMLYN  JONES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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